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Speech at the Eight Grade Promotion Ceremony @ Pilgrim Academy Houston ISD

Keynote Speaker — Mrs. Tuy Nguyen
Thursday May 25", 2017
(Vietnamese Translation is attached)

On the day of Thursday May 25", 2017, | had the honor to be the keynote speaker at the Eight Grade
Graduation Promotion Ceremony at Pilgrim Academy HISD. It is a school with the Legacy of Excellence;
it has the essence of a wonderful learning environment fostering with dedicated teachers and talented,
energetic students from Pre-K to 8" Grade.

PILGRIM ACADEMY
8™ GRADE PROMOTION ~ MAY 25, 2017 ~ 9:00AM

Welcome & Opening Remarks......ooeveeernnnes Ms. Diana Castillo, Principal

SPEAKET e viierirrenrrerererrrieniesereeeananes Tuy Nguyen
Vice President of the United Nations Houston Chapter
Principal Technology Specialist at McDermott International
1% Vice President of Lay Ministry Caodai Dignitaries International
Vice President Cacdai Temple Houston Texas

Valedictorian Address ...co.vevvvnvvinerneerernnnns Alina Flores
Salutatorian Address ..veveeevnirineennerneerieenns Aaron Torres
Presentation of Honor Plaques ...ccccuvee. Ms. G. Taylor, Ms. Ariel Shannon,

Mzr. T. Davies, Mr. P. Gonzalez,
Mzr. C. Hua

Presentation of Certificates... .....coevvevvnnnnn. Ms. G. Tavlor, Ms. Ariel Shannon,
Mzr. T. Davies, Mr. P. Gonzalez,

Mr. C. Hua
Slide Show

Closing Remarks ...ooovvvivieiviriiinieeiinierennnnne. Ms. Flores, Assistant Principal

The school auditorium was packed with faculty, staff, students, and their families. Principal Castillo gave
proud opening remarks with emotion and tears. She announced that most of 102 students graduated from
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8™ Grade this year came to this school from Pre-K to 8" Grade. To them, the school was a home, a
playground, a gathering place to meet extraordinary friends for life and a sky for them to becoming
shinning stars.

As | was introduced to the stage, | was also emotional and grateful for the chance that God has given me.
This is the chance | can promote the message to the youth, the essence of living in Happiness, Compassion,
and Peace. It is a big deal for me as well as the students. My emotion was running high along with the
proud parents, teachers, and students. |1 went home with a memory of a lifetime. America has given me a
special gift that | will never forget!
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The excerpt of my speech:

“Good Afternoon! Beautiful, Talented, Energetic People!

Madam Principal Castillo! Ms. Ghaffar! Ms. Taylor! Faculty and Staff!

Thank you for giving me this opportunity! I am so excited; it is my honor to be here!
| saw some tears! This is a day that we will remember it for life!

Boys and Girls! First, I would like to say Congratulations! You’ve made it! You have graduated from
Junior High! Your teachers and families must be proud of you! | am so proud of you!
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You will soon begin your journey into High School. You‘re, officially TEENAGERS. It is going to be
beautiful, exciting, challenging..., and one thing you should not forget — TO HAVE FUN...I promise you
that life will be more interesting if you take chances wisely, and if you ever fail, fail gloriously...then
bounce back up and do things differently next time...whatever you do, stay focused, be patient, and the
most important thing is learn to live happy wherever you are... Are you ready to be in High School?

Today, | would like to send you 3 messages: Live in Happiness, Live with Compassion, and Live in Peace.

Let me tell you a little bit about myself. | was born and raised in Vietnam. It is a small, poor, beautiful
country in Asia. | lived in a small town that was in the war-torn zone. | usually saw war-tanks crossing our
street and heard the “normal” sound of bombings around town. In school, when the bombings happened,
we lined up and went into an underground shelter; then we jammed in the small pit and held hands with
each other. Our teacher taught us a new poem or a new song every time we went down there. As kids, we
loved those moments as it would serve us an extra recess as we did not have class for the rest of the day!!!

The war seemed not to have any effect on me until one day, I learned that my friend‘s house was hit by a
bomb while she was in the school. She was the only survivor in her family when she was only 7 years
old. T witnessed her crying to sleep everyday... Since then, I started to pay attention to life and started to
appreciate the life | had and thanked God that my 9 siblings and I survived through the war.

My parents were some of the rich people in town! When the war ended, the new government took control
of the country, but they also took our cars, lands, gold, and money. From a wealthy family, we fell into
poverty. Then, when | was your age, | witnessed both of my parents were taken by the government to the
concentration camp for indoctrination. Before my mom left for the camp, she called upon us and told us
“Remember this! DO NOT LIVE IN HATRED, LIVE IN HAPPINESS”. Those words helped us to go
through life normally against all odds.

Us, growing up without my parents' supervision, 1 still lived a happy life. | was the first girl who won the
Math competition and was qualified for the national competition. During that time, my 3 older teenage
brothers, in an effort to avoid the political unrest; they crossed Pacific Ocean in a small boat along with
other adults. In that horrific journey, they encountered pirates on the open sea. The pirates robbed their
boat, kidnapped women, and killed many adults; and let their boat floating on the ocean without food and
water. The people left on the boat almost died when they were rescued by the U.S marines. My brothers
survived the journey and became refugees and later became immigrants to America.

The rest of my family and | came to America through family sponsorship. When | first stepped into this
country, “Hello” was the only word I could say with confidence that the Americans would understand

me. Growing up in America was quite an adventure. | felt like 1 was a small fish from a small pond going
into the vast ocean. | swam in that ocean of freedom and cultural diversity. | was not only enjoying human
rights but also enjoying women's rights that America has offered.

After 6 years living in America | earned a Bachelor Degree. | currently have a great job, make decent
money and have a beautiful family with 2 beautiful children. Having a taste of success, | remembered my
dad taught me that a successful person is not defined by what you have become or how wealthy you are but
what you have contributed to life to help others. | do volunteering as much as I can and I learned that all of
us need to live in a world of compassion and peace. After the WWII, modern humans learned that “Hatred”
can destroy each other, can destroy the world, and can destroy the Mother Earth. Respect life and be
compassionate is no longer a “SHOULD DO”, but it is a “MUST DO” to survive.
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As we are living in the 21% century, we’re in a global family. Scientific works have shown in the National
Museum of Natural History of Science in Washington DC that we all share similar DNA...You and banana
trees are 60% generically similar. You and the chickens are 75% DNA similar. You and the chimpanzee
are 98.8% DNA similar. And all modern humans are 99.9% DNA similar. 99.9% DNA similar. We are
only 1/10% difference. From the naked eyes... that 1/10” makes each of us a unique beautiful individual -
and the world was created with the vast beauty of diversities and varieties — However, beyond the naked
eye ... beyond human perspectives...under the microscope of science, under God, we Are 99.9% the same.

We Are One! We, All Are Connected! We should be more compassionate to each other; together; we can
create a compassionate culture for the future generation.

TP2.08:27AM
L

In 2014 and 2016, | attended the Peace Summits in the South Korea Olympic Stadium, where there

were about 200 thousand young people and 1,200 youths from 139 countries attending the event and
volunteering for the Work of Peace. They demanded Peace...; they requested that every leader in the world
MUST work on the effort of building Peace and cessation of War.

Do you know what my wishes are?

I wish none of the children in future generations will ever have to go through war and become a refugee.
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| wish my generation and your generation will become the messenger of peace, together, our voices will
become clearer, louder, and stronger. We demand Peace and will create a wave of Peace that will reach
every corner on Earth...

It’s simple... All you have to do is smile, do well in school, and raise your voice whenever possible in your
life to promote Peace and end War.

So who is with me? Who would like to be a peace messenger of the 21st century?! Raise your hand and
make some noise! You are awesome! Have a great journey in High School!”

Houston May 25", 2017

Commented by HT Trinh Ngoc Tay

Ban Thé Dao Hai Ngoai 5



DAI PAO TAM KY PHO PO
TOA THANH TAY NINH
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CAO DPAI HAI NGOAI
BAN THE DAO HAI NGOAI
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Hién Tai Trinh Ngoc Tay N6i Chuyén V&i Cac Em Lép VIII
Nhan Ngay L& Ra Truong Cap Il @ Pilgrim Academy Houston 1SD
Ngay 25 Thang 5 Nam 2017

Viao Ngay Ngay 25 Thang 5 Nam 2017, Toi dugc vinh du moi lam dién gia cho L& Ra Truong cia cac
em L6p 8 Truong Tiéu Hoc va Trung Hoc Pilgrim Academy thudc hé thong Houston Independent
School District (HISD). Trudng nay ¢6 nhitng thanh tich xuat sac, c6 nhirng khudn mau giao duc vu
Viét Vi cac thay cb vu ti va nhitng hoc trd rat gioi, day nhiét huyét va luén ludn phan dau... tir Lép
Mau Gido Mam Non dén Lép 8.

Ngay hom d6 sinh dudng Pilgrim Academy dong nghet cac thay cé giéo, hoc sinh 16p 8, va phu huynh
hoc sinh. Hiéu Truong Castillo mé dau chuong trinh v&i su xtc dong va nudc mit tudn roi. Co cho
biét rang da sb cac em ra truong hém nay di hoc trudng nay tir I6p Mam Non Mau Giao dén Lép 8.
Céac em s6ng, 16n 1én va choi dua & day, két ban than thiét ¢ ddy, va tré thanh nhiing ngdi sao sang &
day.

Khi Toi duoc gigi thiéu 18n san khau, Toi c6 mot cam xuc that dat dao, cam on Bac Thay da cho T6i
mot co hoi qui gid. Pay 1a co hoi ma Toi hing mong uéc, co hdi néi chuyén vai cac em nho vé cach
sbng trong hanh phuc, trong niém cam théng, va trong sy an lanh. Pay 1a mot co hoi qui gia cho chinh
ban th&n Toi va cling cho cac em.

Cam xuc that manh cua Ti truyén ra va hoa nhap véi cam xtc caa cac thay co gido, cac bac Ong Ba
Cha Me¢ dang hanh dién vai cac em hoc sinh. T6i sé khéng thé nao quén duoc Ky niém nay va cam on
Hoa Ky da tang cho T6i mon qua khé quén!

T6i xin trich lugc bai phét biéu ngay hom do.

Ban Thé Dao Hai Ngoai 6



"Chao budi sang! Nhitng con nguoi that dep, that tai hoa, va ddy nang dong!
Kinh Chao Hiéu Truéng Castillo, Co Ghaffar, Co Taylor, Cac Thay C6 Gido, va Phu Ta!
Xin cam on d4 cho Tdi co hoi qui gia! Tai rat 1 hanh dién va vui khi duoc danh dy nay!

T6i cam nhan duoc nhitng giot nwdc mat vui mung caa qui vi. Ngay hém nay s& 1a ngay khé quén cho
tat ca ching ta.

Céac em hoc sinh, Nam / N, T6i xin noi loi Chlic Mung! Cac em da thanh cong! Cac em da ra Truong
Trung Hoc Cép 11! Cac thay cd gi4o va cac phu huynh hoc sinh sé rat 1a hanh dién vi cac em! Chinh
T6i ciing vo cung hdnh dién!

Khong bao lau nira, cac em s& budc vao hanh trinh cua Trung Hoc Cap 111! Cac em chinh thuc tro
thanh Thanh Thiéu Nién. Hanh trinh d6 s& dem dén cho cac em day ky niém dep, ddy niém vui, nhung
cling day thach thirc...nhung c6 mot diéu phai 1am... ma cac em khdng nén quén l1a - SONG VUI VE
HANH PHUC... T6i cam doan véi cac em la cudc hanh trinh méi s& day th vi néu cac em sir Xy moi
viéc véi sy thdng minh cia minh...va néu cac em c6 lam gi 1am 16i thi ciing 1am 18i mot cach chinh
dang, néu c6 ngd xudng thi hiy dung 1én quang minh chinh dai, roi stra sai cho lan téi...Bat cir cac em
lam diéu gi cling nén tap trung tinh than, nén c6 tinh nhan nai, va diéu quan trong nhat la ¢ gang song
lac quan, yéu doi du cic em dang & vao bat cir hoan canh no... Tat ca cac em da san sang budc chan
vao hanh trinh cua Trung Hoc Cap III chua?!

HOm nay, Toi mudn goi dén cac em 3 diéu nhan nhu: Hay song trong Hanh Phiic - Hay séng véi niém
cam thong - va Hay song trong su an lanh.

T6i xin tam su véi cac em mot chit vé cude doi caa Toi!

T6i duoc sinh ra va I6n I1én trén Dat Nudc Viét Nam. D6 1a mot Dt Nudc that dep, that nho, that
nghéo & A Chau. Toi séng trong mat tinh nho nam trong khu vuc chién tranh. Lic nho T6i thuong
thdy xe tang thiét gidp chay ngang nha, va ciing thuong nghe tiéng bém nd xung quanh tinh nha. O
trong trudng hoc, khi nghe tiéng bom no, tat ca hoc sinh ciing chay xép hang vao mot cai ham tra an
nho, ching tdi chen chic trong mét cai phong nho, cling nam tay nhau. C6 gido thudng day ching toi
mot bai hat mai hay doc mot bai tho mdi khi chiing tdi chui vao ham. Khi con nho, ching tdi rat thich
nhitng giay phut d6 vi chiing t6i duoc nghi hoc va duoc choi dudi ham nguyén ngay!

Ngay thang troi qua, dudng nhu cudc chién tranh dang dién ra c6 vé nhu khong anh hudéng gi dén toi
cho dén khi mot ngay Téi biét duoc 12 nha caa nguoi ban than caa T6i bi trang bom khi c6 ta dang hoc
& truong. Ban Toi 1a ngudi duy nhat sdng sot trong gia dinh. Té6i chung kién ban khoc mdi dém, ngat
lim vao trong giac ngu. Tir d6 T6i ¢6 nhan thirc vao cudc séng chung quanh minh va nhan thay duoc
gia tri qui gia cua cudc doi hién co va Toi cam on Pang Cha Troi dd cho 9 anh, chi em va Tdi séng sot
qua chién tranh.
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Cha me Tdi thudc vao hang giau ¢é ¢ Tinh nha, nhung khi chién tranh chdm dut, nha cdm quyén moi
nam chinh quyén, ho tich thu tai san dat dai xe hoi vong vang cua gia dinh T6i. Tir mot gia dinh giau
c6, ching tdi tré thanh nghéo nan..Khi T6i 14 tudi, Tai lai chung kién chinh quyén bét ca Ba / Me Tai
VAo trai tu cai tao. Trudc khi bi kéo ra xe tii di tu, me Toi kéu 16n dén ching t6i "Hay nhd didu nay,
KHONG BUGC NUOI HAN THU, HAY SONG TRONG HANH PHUC AN LAC". Nhirng 15i n6i
ctia me Toi 1am kim chi nam trong cudc séng caa ching toi va gitp ching toi sdng mot cudc séng binh
thudng mac du phai séng trong gian khd.

Chuing t6i 16m 1én khong duoc sy hudng dan cia cha/me, nhung T6i van tim duoc hanh phic trong
cudc sdng. Tai thi hoc sinh gioi toan va dugc thing cip tinh va duoc du diéu kién cho vong thi toan
qudc. Nhung trong khi d6, 3 ngudi anh 16n cia Toi, dang tudi vi thanh nién, vi mubn tranh khoi sy
khung bé cua chinh quyén, da ciung voi mot s6 nguoi 16n di ra mot chiée thuyén nho vuot bién trén
bién ca, Bién Thai Binh Duong. Trong cudc hanh trinh day kho hanh dé, ho gap phai cuép bién. Bon
cudp bién cudp thuyén cua ho, bat coc phu nit, va giét hai mot s6 ngudi roi dé thuyén troi 1énh dénh
trén bién; ho vét sach khong con dd in hay nuéc udng. Nhitng nguoi con lai trén thuyén déu gan sip
chét thi dugc ciru bai tau hai quan Hoa Ky. Ba ngudi anh caa T6i song s6t trong hanh trinh d6 va tro
thanh dan ty nan rdi sau d6 1am di dan sang My.

Sau d6, ca gia dinh con lai ciia T6i dugc di dan sang Hoa Ky dién doan ty gia dinh. Khi 1an dau tién
budc vao Nudc My, T6i chi ndi dugc mot tir "Hello!" vai sy tu tin 1a Ngudi My s& hiéu T6i. Mdi ngay
l6n 1én & xa M 1a mdi mot kham pha méi. Toi ¢d cam tudng, Toi nhu 1a mét con cd nhé, trong mot ao
nuéc nho, dang boi ra dai dwong hung vi. Toi c6 cam tudng nhu minh dang boi trong ty do, trong bién
ca méng mong voi cudc sdng mai day da dang va mau sic. O trong dat nudc Hoa Ky, Toi khong
nhitng tan hudng cudc séng co day du nhan quyén ma con tan hudng dic quyén cho phu nit.

Sau 6 nam sdng & Nudc My, Tbi dat duoc bang cap Pai Hoc. Hién tai, T6i dang co viéc lam tét, luong
bong kha tdt, co gia dinh dam am, va hai dira con d& thwong. Khi cam nhan duoc su thanh cdng trong
cudc sdng, Toi nho 10i Ba Tdi day "Su thanh cong khdng thé dinh nghia bang su thanh céng cua ban
trong nghé nghiép hay bang su danh gia giau c6 cta ban ma danh gia bang nhitng thanh qua va viéc
lam cua ban trong viée giup doi va giap nguoi.” Vi thé Toi ¢ gang lam viéc tir thién cang nhiéu cang
t6t trong kha ning ctia minh. Trong qué trinh 1am viéc tir thién d6 T6i hiéu duoc ring, tt ca con ngudi
trén thé gian nay déu can phai sbng trong mot thé gigi trong su cam théng 13n nhau va ludn dugc an
lanh. Sau chién tranh thé gidi tha I1, con ngudi hién dai da hiéu rang "Su Thi Ghét va thiéu cam
thong" s& dan dén hoa diét vong, thé gidi ndy sé tan ré, trai dat nay s& bi triét tiéu. Su ton trong su séng
va sy cam thong lan nhau khéng con 1a diéu "NEN LAM" ma la diéu "BAT BUQC PHAI LAM" cho
su sdng con cua nhan loai.

Nhu ban d3 biét, tat ca ching ta dang séng trong Thé Ky Thtr 21, 1a chiing ta dang sbng trong mot Pai
Gia Pinh Thé Gidi. Khoa hoc ngay nay da chirng minh va trién 1am trong Vién Trién L&m Lich Sir
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Khoa Hoc Tu Nhién ¢ Washington DC, 14 tit ca chiing ta c6 DNA gidng nhau... Ban va Cay Chudi c6
60% DNA gidng nhau. Ban va Con Ga c6 75% DNA gidng nhau. Ban va Con Vuon c6 98.8% DNA
gidng nhau. Ban va tat ca nhan loai duong thoi ¢6 99.9% DNA giéng nhau. 99.9% DNA gidng

nhau.... T4t ca ching ta chi khac nhau 1%. Dudi tam nhin ciia con mit thudng, 1% dé tao mdi ching ta
su khéc nhau tuyét voi, mdi ngudi 14 mot ca tinh, mot nét dep dic biét...va thé gidi nay tao ra trong sy
quang dai rong én day su khac biét, day dac tinh khac nhau, tuyét voi, tuyét dep...Nhung ngoai tam
nhin cia con ngudi, ngoai su nhan thirc cua con ngudi...dudi dng kinh hién vi caa khoa hoc, duéi tim
nhin cia Bang Cha Trai, chling ta c6 99.9% gidng nhau...

Ching ta 1a Mot. T4t ca chung ta déu co sy két ndi voi nhau. Vi thé ching ta nén cam théng vai nhau
nhiéu hon va cung nhau tao nén mot xa hoi, mot nén van hoa, moét phong tu tap quan hoa binh chung
song trong su tuong than tuong ai cho thé hé mai sau.

Trong nam 2014 va 2016 T6i ¢o6 dip du Pai Hoi Hoa Binh Thé Gigi ¢ Olympic Stadium Nam Han, Toi
chtng kién hon 200,000 thanh nién tham du dai hoi, trong d6 1,200 thién nguyén vién tir 139 nudc trén
thé gigi cling tham gia va hoat dong cho Hoa Binh. Cac em yéu cau mot thé giéi Hoa Binh cho thé hé
tuong lai, va c4c em doi hoi tat ca nhitng nha lanh dao trén thé gidi phai nd luc 1am viéc trong tinh than
xay dung hoa binh va cham dut chién tranh.

Céc em o1, cac em 0 biét woc nguyén cua Tai 1a gi khong?

T6i uée rang, khong c6 mot tré em nao trong tuong lai phai trdi qua kho nan caa chién tranh va tro
thanh nguoi ty nan.

T6i wéc rang thé hé caa T va cac em sé tro thanh thong tin vién caa Hoa Binh, ching ta cling nhau
lén tiéng bao vé hoa binh, va &m thanh caa ching ta s& lan rong, sé to hon, va s& manh mé hon. Chung
ta s& yéu cau mot thé gioi hoa binh, va s& tao nén lan soéng hoa binh dén khip hang cting ngé h&m trén
qua dia cau.

Piéu d6 rat don gian...Cac em chi can ng ny cudi, song trong hanh phc, hoc tap gioi, va khi nao c6 co
hoi trong cudc doi cta cac em thi Ién tiéng bao vé hoa binh va cham duat chién tranh.

Em nao dong y vai Toi? Em nao mudn trg thanh théng tin vién cia Thé K 21 cho Hoa Binh? Cac em
hay gio tay 1én va la am T 1én?

Tat ca cac em that tuyét voi! Chic tat ca mot hanh trinh my mén ¢ Trung Hoc Cép 1.

Houston Ngay 25 Thang 5 Nam 2017
HT Trinh Ngoc Tuy tuong thuat
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